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1. The UN Global Working Group on Big Data 
for Official Statistics

2. Use of  Mobile Phone Data
3. Statistical Data Infrastructure
4. Big Data Quality Framework

Setting the stage



1.  Global Working Group
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 Created in March 2014 by 
the UN Statistical 
Commission

 Mandated to give direction 
to the use of  Big Data for 
Official Statistics

 Consisting of  28 countries 
and 16 international 
organizations

UN Global Working Group (GWG) 
on Big Data for Official Statistics
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Why are Big Data important?
• Big Data can keep statistics relevant – timelier, more 

frequent and more granular
• Official statistics needs to develop faster
• Big Data can help meeting the data demand of  the 2030 

agenda – monitoring policies – “leave no one behind”
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Annual Meeting of the GWG on Big Data for Official Statistics  
1 May 2019, Kigali, Rwanda 

 
Provisional Agenda  

 

Wednesday, 1 May 2019  
 
8:15  Registration and welcome with coffee 
 
9:00  Opening by Niels Ploug 

9:15  Item 1.  Overview of the work of the GWG – Niels Ploug 
 
10:00  Item 2.  Report to and Side-event at the Statistical Commission 2019 – Ronald 

Jansen 
 

10:45 Coffee Break 

11:00  Item 3.  Progress report, Workshop and Conference session of the Task Teams 
  

(i) Satellite data – Statistics Canada 

(ii) Scanner data – Statistics Canada, UNSD  

(iii) Mobile Phone data – UNSD, ITU 

(iv) Social Media data – INEGI, UNSD 

(v) Privacy Preserving Techniques – ONS, UK  



2.  Mobile Phone Data
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1st International Conference on 
Big Data for Official Statistics
Beijing, China, 28 - 30 Oct 2014
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Within the next 18 months, this task team would like to achieve the 
following: 
 Develop handbook, training materials, e-learning course  and 

update guidelines on using mobile phone data for official 
statistics

 Document and further develop methodologies and algorithms 
on using mobile phone data for statistical applications (Tourism 
statistics, Migration statistics, Population density statistics)

 Develop methodologies on using mobile phone data for quality 
checks and getting complementary information on SDG 
indicators 

 Organize project meeting on the use of  mobile phone data to 
measure human mobility, Tbilisi, Georgia, March 2018

 Organize regional workshop in Indonesia, June 2019



3.  Statistical data infrastructure

27/03/2019 United Nations Statistics Division 13



27/03/2019 United Nations Statistics Division Slide 1427/03/2019 United Nations Statistics Division Slide 14

Person

Community

District

Country

Business surveys

Household surveys

Agriculture census

Economic census

Population and 
housing census

Statistical Data Infrastructure

Business

1.  Statistical data
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2.  Register Data
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3.  Other Administrative Data
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Person
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4.  (Privately held) Big Data
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4.  Big Data

2.  Register Data

3.  Other Administrative Data

1.  Statistical data

Geo-Spatial integration
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Person
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4.  Big Data

2.  Register Data

3.  Other Administrative Data

1.  Statistical data

Statistical integration
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Statistical Integration

System of  National Accounts:
 System of  Environmental Economic Accounting
 Tourism Satellite Account
 Framework for Sustainable Tourism

 Framework for Migration Statistics



4.  Big Data Quality Framework
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Thank you
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